conserve, preserve,

protect

OUR MISSION:
The mission of the Upper Trinity Groundwater Conservation District
is to develop rules to provide protection to existing wells,
prevent waste, promote conservation, provide a framework that
will allow availability and accessibility of groundwater for future
generations, protect the quality of groundwater in the recharge
zone of its aquifers, insure local control of residents over their
groundwater supplies, and operate the District in a fair and equitable
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why register

more about

your well
ABOUT

GCDs
The need to manage
and conserve groundwater
is recognized in the Texas
Constitution under the 1917
Conservation Amendment
(Article 16, Sec. 59 (a)).
The preferred approach is
through local management
by groundwater
conservation districts (GCDs)
through appointed board
members, the first district
being created in 1951.
There are currently over
100 GCDs, many of which
have existed for decades.
This approach seeks to
balance the historic
“rule of capture” with
reasonable and equitable
water-management policy
for a growing state.

The district protects registered water

wells

WHAT IS AN
EXEMPT WELL?

WHAT IS A
NON-EXEMPT WELL?

Exempt wells use water solely for
domestic, agricultural, or irrigation
purposes. Or regarless of use,
productioin capacity is less than
25 gallons per minutes (gpm) or
30 gpm for two or more wells
in a system.

Non-exempt wells use water for:
• Commercial use
• Public water systems
• Oil and gas exploration/
production industrial and
manufacturing use
The district requires all non-exempt wells to be registered and metered.
Contact district staff to verify compliance at 817. 523. 5200.

wells from any new wells drilled by
regulating the distance between
wells. With spacing regulatons,
the District can protect your
groundwater by minimizing well
interference conflicts and preventing
over pumping of aquifer.

district

map
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DRILLING A
NEW WELL?

TRANSFER
OWNERSHIP?

According to the district’s rules,
all new water wells must conform to
spacing regulations dependent on
gallons per minute.

If you have recently sold your land
containing a water well, transfer of
ownership of that well must be
completed within 90 days of sale.

The new well applications are available
at the District’s office and online at:
www.uppertrinitygcd.com

The transfer of ownership form is
available online at:
www.uppertrinitygcd.com

HOOD
COUNTY

“If Texans cannot change the weather,
they can at least, through sound,
farsighted planning, conserve and develop
water resources to supply their needs.”
—A Plan for Meeting the 1980 Water Requirements of Texas, 1961

When the first state water
plan was published in 1961,
the population of Texas was
less than half the size it is
today, with 9.6 million
residents. Currently, there
are over 25 million Texans
and 98 GCDs across
the state.
Our district was created
in 2007 by the 80th
Texas Legislature.
Scarcity and competition
for water, environmental
concerns, and the cost
of new water supplies
have made sound water
planning and management
increasingly imperative to
ensure that communities
have adequate supplies of
water for years to come.

